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Abstract	
The presentation highlights population changes that bring the most difficulty 
in making effective long term decisions.  In examining past and future 
demographic trends, the presentation considers the opportunity cost of a 
delayed response to major structural shifts in the population that could be 
critical to future wealth creation in New Zealand.  The talk draws on two 
papers completed while chair of SPEaR, and looks at how the social sciences 
can influence timely decision-making, by the capacity for effective anticipation 
of population shifts.                                                                                                     
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